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Europe in the Sixteenth Century 

By Andrew Pettegree 

 

Chapter 1: 
Time and Space: 

Living in Sixteenth-Century Europe  

  
Describe Luther’s family background, childhood, and education. 
Describe the landscape and environment of sixteenth-century Europe and how it differed from the present. 
How did sixteenth-century Europeans experience and calculate time?  
What was the diet and longevity of people during the sixteenth century? 
Describe the role of the supernatural and the next life in the worldview of sixteenth-century Europeans. 
 

 

Chapter 2: 
Europe in 1500: 

Political Organization  

What was the nature of political power and territorial rule in 1500? 
Describe how Spain became a united kingdom? 
Describe, compare and contrast the fortunes of French and Burgundy during the fifteenth and early 
sixteenth centuries. 
Describe, compare, and contrast the political situations of England and Scotland during the fifteenth and 
early sixteenth centuries. 
What was the history of the political organization of Scandinavia and the Holy Roman Empire during the 
fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries? 
Define these terms:  

Marriage alliance 
Dynasty 
Ferdinand and Isabella 
Corregidores 
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Alcabala 
Granada 
Castille 
Aragon 
Navarre 
Valois 
Louis XII 
Pays d’etat 
Pays d’election 
Taille 
Gabelle 
Battle of Nancy 
Henry VII 
Stewart Dynasty 
Free Imperial Cities 
Imperial Electors 
Maximilian I 

 

Chapter 3: 
The Struggle for Italy  

What were the reasons that people living north of the Alps traveled to visit Italy (and provide some 
details)? 
Describe the major political regions of Italy and the nature of politics prior to the beginning of the Italian 
Wars in 1494. 
Who were the major players in the Italian Wars, what was the course of events and battles, and who were 
the winners and losers? 
What was the influence of the Italian Wars on Italy and the other European powers? What was the nature 
of continuing Italian influence in Europe? 
Define these terms:  

Medici family 
Visconti family 
Sforza family 
Terrafirma 
Condottieri 
Peace of Lodi 
Charles VIII 
Battle of Pavia 
Treaty of Madrid 
Sack of Rome 
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Treaty of Cambrai 
“new” monarchy 
Renaissance monarchy 

 

Chapter 4: 
The Winds of Change  

Describe the changes that took place in transportation and other technologies of Europeans during the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
What was the nature of cities in the sixteenth century? Describe the legacies of the medieval period, their 
role in the economy, and their role in the provision of education. 
What were the technical innovations associated with printed books and what was the impact of printed 
books on sixteenth-century European society? Describe the natures and manifestations of Humanism and its 
significance for sixteenth-century Europe. 
 

 

Chapter 5: 
The Reformation  

What was the condition of the Church in Germany on the eve of the Reformation? 
What were the conditions that made Germany particularly receptive to Martin Luther’s ideas? 
Why were Luther’s ideas not very successful outside of Germany? 
Define these terms:  

Frederick the Wise 
Erasmus 
Vulgate 
Albrecht of Brandenburg 
Johannes Eck 
Diet of Worms 
Zwickau Prophets 
Peasants War 
Zurich 
Ulrich Zwingli 
Gustavus Vasa 
Jacques Lefevre d’Etaples 
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Chapter 6: 
Charles V and 

the Defense of Catholic Europe  

Describe the character and background of how Charles V became the greatest Christian ruler of the early 
sixteenth century. 
How did Charles V and his minister Gattinara attempt to rule his vast empire and what was their concept of 
Christian Universalism? 
Describe how the interaction of the Turkish threat, the wars with France, the Reformation, and Habsburg 
family feuds prevented Charles V from succeeding with his policies. 
Define these terms:  

Revolt of the Communeros 
Mercurino de Gattinara 
Battle of Pavia 
Francis I 
Battle of Mohacs 
Ferdinand I 
Siege of Vienna 
Schmalkaldic League 
Battle of Muhlberg 
Augsburg Interim 
Maurice of Saxony 
Abdication 

 

 

Chapter 7: 
The Age of Religious War  

What was the difference between the religious conflicts of the first half of the sixteenth century and those 
of the second half? 
Discuss the role of the Council of Trent along with the Jesuits and other new religious orders in the revival 
of Catholicism in the face of the Reformation. 
How did Calvinism provide the Protestantism with a second wind to continue the Reformation? 
What does Pettegree say about the concept of a “military revolution”? Describe the changes that occurred 
in European warfare during the sixteenth century. 
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Define these terms:  

Capuchins 
Ursulines 

 

Chapter 8: 
The French Wars of Religion  

What were the circumstances that lead to religious civil war in France in 1562? 
What contributed to the failure of Catherine de Medici’s efforts to bring about religious peace to France 
and lead to the Massacre of St. Bartholemew? 
How did the Huguenot movement fare in the years 1571-1584? 
How did Henry of Navarre gain the crown of France? 
What were the consequences of the French Wars of Religion? 
Define these terms:  

Chmabre Ardente 
Edict of Chateaubriand 
Anne de Bourg 
Francis II 
Charles IX 
Catherine de Medici 
Peace of Amboise 
Monarchomach 
War of the Three Henries 
Edict of Nantes 

 

Chapter 9: 
The Dutch Revolt  

Why was the Dutch revolt of the Protestants such a surprise in 1566? 
What was the history of the Reformation in the Netherlands from 1520-1566 in terms of its success and 
failure? 
Describe the events leading to the outbreak of the Dutch Revolt in 1566 and its renewal after 1567-1571. 
How did it both unite and divide the Dutch opposition to Philip II? 
Describe the course of the Dutch Revolt from 1572 to 1612. Why did the Dutch Revolt succeed when the 
Huguenot rebellion in France failed? 
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Define these terms:  

Margaret of Parma 
Antoine Perrenot, Cardinal Granvelle 
Wonderyear 
Duke of Alva 
Council of Troubles 
William of Orange 
Synod of Emden 
Sea Beggars 
Siege of Leiden 
Pacification of Ghent 
Union of Utrecht 
Alexander Farnese, Duke of Parma 
Maurice of Nassau 

 

Chapter 10: 
The Making of Protestant Britain  

Describe the sequence of religious changes that took place in England from 1540-1560. 
How did the Reformation occur in Scotland and how did it fare under Mary Queen of Scots? 
What was the role of Parliament in the government of Elizabeth I and how did it differ from other 
European legislative assemblies? 
How did England and Spain come into conflict and what was the result of their war? 
What was the situation of Protestantism in England when James VI of Scotland became its king in 1603? 
Define these terms:  

George Wishart 
Lords of the Congregation 
John Knox 
Mary Queen of Scots 
Henry Lord Darnley 
Elizabethan Poor Law 
John Hawkins 
Sir Francis Drake 
Sir Walter Raleigh 
Spanish Armada 
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Chapter 11: 
Philip II and the Resolution 
of the Reformation Conflict  

Describe the character of Philip II of Spain including his contradictions and the conflicting opinions of 
historians. 
What were the problems that Philip II had to face during the first decade or more of his reign? 
What were the policies and actions of Philip II toward the Dutch rebels and their English allies? How 
successful was he and what was the condition of his empire upon his death in 1598? 
Define these terms:  

Battle of St. Quentin 
Siege of Malta 
Battle of Lepanto 
Don Carlos 
Escorial 
Treaty of Nonsuch 

 

Chapter 12: 
New Worlds  

In 1492 and after, how familiar were Europeans with lands, peoples, and goods from other parts of the 
world? 
Describe the early voyages of discovery by the Portuguese and Spanish. 
How did the Spanish manage to conquer Mexico and Peru? 
What was the nature of the Spanish empire in the Americas in terms of its government and its economy? 
How did the French, England and Dutch challenge the control of the Spanish and Portuguese over their 
overseas empires? 
Define these terms:  

Christopher Columbus 
Vasco da Gama 
Hernan Cortes 
Aztecs 
Incas 
Encomienda 
Bartolome de Las Casas 
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New Laws 
Potosi 
Roanoke 
United East India Company (VOC) 

 

 

Chapter 13: 
Eastern Europe  

What was the situation of the lands of Eastern Europe on the eve of the Reformation? 
How did the Habsburg family become rulers of various Eastern European kingsdoms and how successful 
was their rule? 
What was the nature of the Ottoman Empire and how did the Christian peoples of Eastern Europe fare 
under its rule? 
Describe, compare, and contrast the kingdoms of Poland-Lithuania and Muscovy during the sixteenth 
century. 
Define these terms:  

John a Lasco (Jan Laski) 
Matthias Corvinus 
Battle of Mohacs 
John Zapolya 
Utraquists 
Bohemian Brethren 
Stefan Batory 
Timar system 
Teutonic Knights 
Stanislas Hosius 
Ivan the Terrible 
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Chapter 14: 
Culture  

How does Pettegree define the social purposes of art in early modern Europe? 
What were the various forms and purposes taken by Court Culture during the sixteenth century? 
What were the relationships between artists and patrons at the beginning of the sixteenth century and how 
did that relationship change over the next hundred years? 
How did the Reformation affect the visual arts, music, and architecture? Were there differences between 
the Lutheran and the Calvinist approach to the arts? 
What did architecture, pageants, sermons, and theater contribute to culture in the cities? 
How did the tavern and outdoor festivals contribute to the culture of the countryside? 
Define these terms:  

Hans Holbein 
Woodcuts 
Albrecht Durer 
Carnival 
“rough ridings” or charivari 

 

 

Chapter 15: 
Europe in 1600  

Around 1600 which European conflicts had been resolved and which new conflicts had arisen to disturb 
the peace of Europe? 
How did the nature of the politics in various European states both change and persist during the sixteenth 
century? 
How did the material lives of Europeans change during the sixteenth century in terms of consumer goods 
such as food, household items, books, and the nature of the family? 
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